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This way and that dividing the swift mind,
In act to throw : but at the last it seemed
Better to leave Excalibur conceal'd
There in the many-knotted waterflags,
That whistled stiff and dry about the marge.
So strode he back slow to the wounded King.

Then spake King Arthur to Sir Bedivere:

4 Hast thou performed my mission which I gave ?

6 What is it thou hast seen ? or what hast heard ? '

And answer made the bold Sir Bedivere:

* / heard the ripple washing in the reeds9

* And the wild water lapping on the crag.9

Arthur angrily sent him back to throw Excalibur
into the water. Sir Bedivere tried again, and could
not bear that so lovely a thing should be lost.

Then spoke King Arthur, breathing heavily :
' What is it thou hast seen ? or what hast heard ? *

And answer made the bold Sir Bedivere :
61 heard the water lapping on the crag,

* And the long ripple washing in the reeds.9

Arthur replied that he would kill him unless he did
his duty.

Then quickly rose Sir Bedivere, and ran,
And, leaping down the ridges lightty, plunged
Among the bulrush beds, and clutched the sword,
And strongly wheel*d and threw it. The great brand
Made lightnings in the splendour of the moon,